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Introduction 


By David Braniff-Herbert 


LAST YEAR | HAD the pleasure 
of working on both the Barking 
and Dagenham campaign and 
our Stoke-on-Trent campaign 


against the British National Party. 


The success of both campaigns 
was incredible but | thought 
that perhaps the general election 
turnout had helped save us 

from further BNP gains in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

I'm happy to say | was wrong. 
In the early hours of Friday 6 May 
in a crowded and uncomfortably 
hot council hall it was announced 
that the BNP had lost in every 
single ward it had contested. 

Even in Bentilee and Ubberley, a 
traditional BNP stronghold, the 
Labour Party took victory from 
the far-right party. 

Meir North, where the leader of 
BNP group Michael Coleman 
stood, was won by Ruth 
Rosenthau with very nearly 50% 
of the vote. We were proud to 
work alongside Ruth to oversee 
the political decapitation of the 
BNP's local leader and were 
amused when he said: “If you 
think we will just fall over and die, 
you're wrong”. 

The campaign was by no means 
easy. It was labour intensive and 
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required a strong 
developmental emphasis on 
the local group, the North 
Staffordshire Campaign 
against Racism and Fascism. 
Having attended the 
group's monthly and then 
fortnightly meetings | 
decided to move to Stoke- 
on-Trent in early February 
to help secure victory in the 
“all out" council elections. 
It's a city that | now call home. 
It is a city | can happily call fascist- 
free. The people of Stoke-on-Trent 
are loving, funny and hard 
working. The embarrassment of 
being the last bastion of the 
BNP has reached its end and 
now the city can move on 
from the politics of hate. 
Let's now hope that the 
mainstream politicians 
of this city can 
adequately rise to the 
challenge and give no reason 
for the BNP to return. 
Without people this campaign 
would never have been possible 
and | would like to thank every 
person who took part in our days 
of action and online campaign over 
the past year. Without you none of 
this would have been possible. 


- BNP wipe out wipe out 





A city waiting to be rebuilt 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
emerged in Stoke-on-Trent over 
the past ten years against a 
backdrop of economic decline and 
political dislocation. 

Made up of six towns — Hanley, 
Burslem, Longton, Tunstall, Fenton 
and Stoke — the city is known by 
many as the Potteries because of 
its proud pottery and ceramic 
heritage. Much of this is historical 
though and 25,000 jobs have 
been lost in this area over the past 
20 years. Coalmining, steel and 
other traditional manufacturing 
industries have also declined, 
leaving high unemployment, a 
crisis of local identity and an 
exodus of people, at least those 
who can. 

Local shops and services have 
closed, life expectancy for men is 
almost ten years below the 
national average and drug and 
alcohol dependency is high. 

Today, the biggest employers are 
the city council and the University 
Hospital of North Staffordshire. 

In 1997 Labour held all 60 seats 
on the council but was on the 
verge of a drastic decline. 

A combination of incumbency, 
political infighting and a growing 
detachment from its traditional 
base caused the party to slump 
to just 16 seats at one stage. 

A vacuum was created into which 
the BNP emerged. 

Since 2003 the BNP has been 
the main opposition to Labour 
across much of the south and 
centre of the city, with the far- 
right party averaging 25-30% in 
the wards it contested. By 2008 it 
had nine councillors, making it the 
equal second largest party. 

Last year, however, the BNP ran 
into trouble. Seemingly like every 
other party in the city it was not 
immune from infighting and an 
argument over who should stand in 


the general election led to the 
departure of two of its more 
independently minded councillors. 
The BNP's problems were 
compounded by an increase in 
Labour Party campaigning and a 
major election effort by HOPE not 
hate, which included telephone 
canvassing and a direct mail to 
every woman in the city, after 
research showed that women 
were more likely to reject the BNP. 
Working together with the North 
Staffordshire Campaign against 
Racism and Fascism, the local anti- ; 
fascist group, we were able to 
expose the BNP's splits and the nazi 


backgrounds of key officers and 
activists, and spread a message of 
hope to the city. The BNP lost three 
councillors and demoralisation was 
beginning to set in. 

A change in the governance of 
the city led to boundary changes 
and an all-out election in 2011. 
Twenty wards had become 37, 
with the BNP strongholds among 
| the few multi-member wards, 
: on paper making it easier 

for its councillors to retain 
their seats. 
With the BNP defending five 
seats the battle for control of the 
city was set. 
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Organising to win 


WE KNEW THAT this was going to be a 
make or break election. Either the BNP 
could solidify its position on the council 
for the next few years or we could wipe 
its councillors out. Our strategy was to 
wipe them out. 

With 37 wards to be contested we 
knew that while it was important to 
challenge the BNP everywhere it stood 
we had to focus our campaign on where 
it could win. This meant Bentilee and 
Ubberley, where the BNP was defending 
two seats, Abbey Hulton and Townsend, 
Meir North and Meir South. There was a 
second tier of wards which we would 
cover if resources allowed. 

mL@) ed =m aelmarcik-rmlamaelalelacenlola mnie 
the local anti-BNP group NorSCARF, had 
been campaigning in the city for several 
years and as a result knew many of the 
local activists and political figures. 

This coupled with our extensive online 
list of supporters, which ran into 
hundreds, gave us a good pool of 
potential people to get involved. 

Last year we distributed two tabloid 
newspapers across the city, totalling 
80,000 copies, as well as almost 50,000 





special booklets delivered directly to 
women. We succeeded in defeating the 
BNP candidates in the general election 
and removing three councillors. 

Yet a strong BNP vote remained and 
Stoke-on-Trent was designated our 2011 
national priority. 

WAVCom ol <yex-Ta i KoMr-Inkcvaremanrealial\ar-dalemsaloe 
fortnightly NorSCARF meetings and 
offered help with group development, 
which included producing a community 
organising and development plan last 
October. Our goal was to help 
NorSCARF build capacity before the 
election period. 

We also wanted to know the 
community better so we could build 
effective local alliances in conjunction 
with NorSCARF. Community mapping 
would help us identify who influenced 
large groups of people in the 
community and shared our 
values. This would help us 
break into areas we 
previously found difficult 
moo) ¢24-lalxom-nalemalcal®) 
gain profile for 
NorSCARF. 





The result was a more community- 
focused organising model. 

We delivered themed leaflets in 
November, February and March, then 
spent April and May distributing our 
tabloid newspaper, which was sponsored 
by the National Union of Teachers. 

Our campaign themes ranged from 
INclaaielan) o)e-lalacuslelarel-hyaxe me) 0) oles-s[a Fae a: 
to workers’ collective rights. These 
subjects enabled us to strike a chord with 
people by exposing what the BNP's 
policies really are. 

MoXer<1| VA aloms)\ exexolelarell| (o)emanr-llalr-llalcre 
a strong relationship in the communities 
that they served, often on a personal 
basis rather than through their party, 
therefore it was imperative for us to 
reconnect them to the BNP so that people 
knew what they actually stood for. 

TaMmViVarcu mcm alo)war-xo)anlaate)@ imi @) =m alors 
hate approach, we then targeted key 

groups of likely anti-BNP voters. 

iil alcsxoml are ele (exo m\\ce)aalclammrclinamclate 
Xela nTanTelalinvarsacele] oksm-Nalemicclel< 
unionists, many of whom sent out 

direct mails to all their members and 
supporters in our key areas. 











A constant presence 


NorSCARF is one of Britain’ s oldest anti-fascist groups. 
Founding member and current secretary Jason Hill charts its history 


and its successes 


IN THE MID-1970S | was one of the 
members of a “gang of three” who 
produced the North Staffordshire Anti- 
fascist Newsletter, in which we 
exposed the activities of the National 
Front, as well as the more shadowy 
League of St George. 

This initiative soon led to the 
formation of what was initially known 
as the North Staffordshire Anti-fascist 
Committee, soon to become 
NorSCARF (the North Staffordshire 
Campaign Against Racism and 
Fascism). We soon made contact 
with Searchlight, then edited by 
Maurice Ludmer, President of 
Birmingham Trades Council, who gave 
us valuable support and advice in our 
formative stage. 

NorSCARF has always been organised 
as a coalition of affiliated organisations, 
in which the local trade union movement 
is strongly represented. However, 
NorSCARF also has an individual 
membership scheme and, at times in its 
history, our individual membership has 
numbered hundreds. 


LEAFLETING 

In the mid-1970s, the NF began 
standing in Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
elections and NorSCARF began a 
programme of leafleting in the areas 
targeted by the fascists. The NF did not 
take kindly to this and in one incident an 
NF candidate threatened a NorSCARF 
leafleter with a shotgun. 

However, our leafleting campaign was 
successful. In one ward (Hartshill) we 
succeeded in bringing down the NF's 
vote from 224 to 22 in the space of 
three years. Following this final 
humiliation, the NF did not stand again. 

NorSCARF continued to be active in 
anti-racist work and was instrumental in 
establishing the North Staffordshire 
Community Relations Council (later the 
North Staffordshire Racial Equality 
Council). In 1986 we organised a major 
rally in opposition to the establishment 
of a Stoke branch of the new British 
National Party. 

NorSCARF became moribund in the 
1990s, but continuing BNP activity and 
the gradual increase in the BNP share of 
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BNP wipe out 








the vote convinced activists in 2001 that 
it was time to relaunch. 

In the Stoke-on-Trent mayoral election 
in 2002 the BNP candidate Steven Batkin 
took 19% of the vote, missing out on 
going through to the second round by 
only 1,500 votes. Our campaign leaflet 
opposing the BNP's mayoral bid was the 
first leaflet that Searchlight produced 
specifically for Stoke-on-Trent. 

A few months later Batkin went on 
to become the first BNP councillor in 
the city by winning Longton North. 
These election successes proved to be 
a wake-up call and led to an upsurge 
in support for NorSCARF. It was clear 
that the city had become a major 
target for the BNP — the BNP's “jewel 
in the crown” according to party 
leader Nick Griffin. 

The BNP continued to win council 
seats over the next few years. At the 
height of its success, the party had nine 
councillors and averaged 28% of the 
vote in the wards where it stood. 

However, with the valuable support 
given by Searchlight and HOPE not hate, 
NorSCARF continued to campaign 
against the fascists of the BNP (and 
latterly the English Defence League and 
England First Party). 

In the 2010 elections, NorSCARF and 
HOPE not hate, in the strongest campaign 
ever mounted in Stoke-on-Trent, 
succeeded in preventing the fascists from 
winning a single seat in North Staffordshire. 
However, five BNP councillors remained in 
Stoke-on-Trent and the campaign 
continued with the aim of unseating them 
this year. Throughout this period, HOPE 
not hate provided us with valuable advice, 
practical support and campaign materials. 
This collaborative effort finally came to 
fruition this May, when the fascists were 
completely wiped off Stoke City Council. 

NorSCARF would like to record its 
grateful thanks to HOPE not hate for the 
exemplary work done in Stoke-on-Trent 
which has achieved this excellent result. 
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Community organising 


COMMUNITY ACTION 

The HOPE not hate organising 
philosophy is community-based 
and our campaign in Stoke-on- 
Trent was no exception. 

By working with other like-minded 
organisations we were able to 
promote our campaign wider and 
deeper than ever before. 

We examined the local anti- 
fascist group's capacity and 
understanding of the community 
and worked with its officers to 
produce a feasible community 
organising and development plan. 
Understanding who the key 
“movers and shakers” in the 
community are was our primary 
goal as these people would bring 
in the volunteers and joint action 
plans needed to achieve our aims. 


FINDING FAITH 

When the newly built mosque in 
Shelton was attacked, we knew 
this was an opportunity not only 
to bring the community together 
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but to explore new relationships 
with people of faith. Through an 
online petition we managed to 
sign up nearly every local faith 
leader and also make links with 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community as well as 
established hate crime reporting 
initiatives. 


TRADE UNIONS 

Unison, CWU and PCS branches 
invited us to speak at their local 
meetings, which enabled us to 
sign up new volunteers and 
develop an understanding of local 
workplace issues. With the two 
largest employers being the 
council and the university hospital, 
it was important to have public 
sector unions on board. 


STUDENTS 

We met student representatives 
from Staffordshire University and 
Stoke-on-Trent Sixth Form College 
to see what support we could 
gain. This work would ultimately 
pay off on election day when 
student turnout for our get-out- 
the-vote activity was the best we 
had seen during the campaign. 


COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATIONS 

Trying to find local organisations 
that shared our aims and values 
was easy — we just asked local 
organisers with whom they 
thought we should work and why. 
In particular, we developed 
relationships with the New Vic 
Theatre, which housed an award- 
winning community cohesion 
theatre project, Borderlines. 

Also worth noting is the hate 
crime reporting initiatives PARRINS 
and CHALLENGE, which gave us 
important information and 
statistics for the areas in which 

we campaigned. 
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During the course of the campaign we produced ten 
types of campaign material. Building active relationships 
with local organisations helped us distribute over 
120,000 items to drive our campaign messages into 
thousands of voters’ homes. 


February day of action (16 people) 

st - — | We delivered a leaflet in Meir North focussed on economic issues and 
rane = The amazing . F i 

Exclusives ted eo construct an international a5 | how racism was not the answer, but is the BNP's only answer. 


hate with Libyan dictator Colonel Gadda 

Community cohesion conference (50 people) 
Our community cohesion conference on 12 March, in association 
with NorSCARF and the New Victoria Theatre, provided a forum for 
local anti-fascists to discuss cohesion issues facing North Staffordshire 
and what could be done to address them. A series of workshops was 
available, including a children's workshop that presented a theatre 
production at the end of the day. 


March day of action (20 people) 
We delivered a leaflet that highlighted the historic win in Barking and 
Dagenham the year before and exposed the truth about the BNP. 

Union Friday — 8 April (10 people) 

Our friends at Unison asked us to produce leaflets focused on 
workers to distribute around public areas in Stoke-on-Trent. 
Through this work we helped improve the campaign's profile and 
met potential organisers. 

April day of action (70 people) 

Every year we reserve one day for a regional mobilisation. With our 
new tabloid newspaper focussing on Stoke-on-Trent, sponsored 
. by the NUT and Daily Mirror, we were able to distribute our 
ne message to our four key wards in one day. 


Rest of April 
Throughout the final few weeks small teams 
went out almost daily to deliver material, 
including a group who went out on 
Good Friday. 


May day of action (16 people) 
On Sunday 1 May we were ready to hit 
the streets and once again cover our 
main targets. 


Final week (20 people) 
Local activists were joined by the 
Searchlight/HOPE not hate team to hand 
deliver thousands of leaflets and letters to 
women voters and an eve of poll leaflet in 
our key wards. 


Election day (15 people) 
On election day we hit the doors with a 
three-tier strategy aimed at getting out the 
anti-BNP vote. 
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Opposing cuts, 
defending communities 


My fee ings %. 
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THE TRADE UNIONS were key 
partners in our campaign. 

Their local members were our 
voters and it was vital for us to 
transfer the sense of solidarity of 
being part of a union into the 
community. 

We produced a special edition 
of our tabloid newspaper for 
Unison, which meant we 
customised three pages for issues 
relevant to the union's members 
in Stoke-on-Trent. Another edition 
of the newspaper was produced 
for the PCS. 

We spoke at branch meetings of 
both unions and also to the CWU, 
the postal workers’ union with 
which we developed a close 
campaigning relationship, 
especially over its efforts to stop 
the closure of a Royal Mail 
customer call centre. 

With over 400 jobs at stake 
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Melanie Meredith: 
fighting for jobs and 
against fascism 


HOPE not hate felt this campaign 
needed our support, so our local 
organisers played an active role 
on the organising committee for a 
community march and rally. 
Commenting on the proposed 
activity, CWU Regional Secretary 
Lee Baron said: “This is an 
opportunity for the community 
to stand with our workforce to 
demand that we protect jobs 

in Stoke and we look forward 

to taking our message out to 

the people.” 

There were concerns that the 
British National Party and even the 
English Defence League would try 
to claim the campaign and take 
part in the march. To prevent this, 
HOPE not hate consulted on 
security arrangements and used our 
research and intelligence teams. 

To help build the CWU's 
campaign we placed 10,000 flyers 
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inside our tabloid newspapers and 
used our online networks to 
promote the event. Local CWU 
members helped distribute these 
materials in their neighbourhoods 
and workplaces. 

On the day, other local union 
branches turned up with banners 
as did our local anti-fascist group 
NorSCARF. We gave out HOPE 
not hate leaflets as we marched, 
receiving a much more positive 
response than usual, proving that 
building effective community 
alliances successfully develops 
campaign messages. 

At the rally, NorSCARF secretary 
Jason Hill spoke on the importance 
of rejecting the BNP at the ballot 
box and standing together in 
unity. Melanie Meredith, a worker 
in the call centre at risk, spoke too 
of the importance of opposing 
fascism while defending jobs. 







Faith matters 


Faith “ 
United 


COMMUNITY ORGANISING 
should always involve people of 
faith as faith plays a vital role in 
many people's lives. 

Whatever community you live 
in, you can almost guarantee there 
is a local place of worship to which 
many people are attached. 
Building a relationship with local 
faith leaders can bring strength 
and security to a campaign. 

For example, In the Abbey 
Hulton area of Stoke-on-Trent we 
faced the same problem as we 
usually did: there was nowhere 
safe and accessible to meet. 

Our local organisers decided to 
spend a day campaigning there to 
find out more about the ward and 
stumbled upon a Church of 














England welcome centre. After a The Bishop of 
short phone call our activists were Stafford has been a 
invited to meet and use the strong supporter 


of the HOPE not 
hate campaign over 
the years 


facilities at the church and on our 
day of action members of the | 
congregation joined us in ihe 
distributing our materials in 
their community. 

In fact, many of our days of 
action during the campaign 
were based at churches. 
This provided security to our 
volunteers and meant we 
could feel safe 
advertising the event. 

In the wider 
community we 
attended local 
interfaith meetings 
organised by the 
Forum of Faiths, 
where we were able 
to network and 
give presentations to 
faith leaders and 
community organisers. 
From these meetings 
we put together the 
following interfaith 
statement that faith 
leaders could sign. 
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Pe anti-BNP vote 


ELECTION DAY can be a real 
challenge for getting volunteers as 
people are at work and less willing 
to come out in the evening, but the 
importance of the election meant 
that we still had a good team of 
volunteers. 

Our strategy for the day was to 
target two key wards where we felt 
the BNP could win. These were 
Meir North and Bentilee and 
Ubberley. Through voter analysis 
and historic data we were able to 
target households containing likely 
anti-BNP voters. 

The aim was to encourage “our” 
vote out while not stirring up BNP 
voters by knocking on their doors. 
We based our operation at the 
offices of Thompsons solicitors, by 
the local bus station, so people 
could get to us easily before being 


transported to one of our key areas. 


In the morning we put out a 
card to remind people that it was 
time to vote and stop the BNP. 

At lunchtime we started knocking 
on doors with another card telling 
people how much time they had 
left to vote and in the evening we 
handed out our final notification. 

For thirteen hours local 
organisers delivered and 
knocked on doors. 





\ give the BNP the boot 
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THE RESULTS 
The BNP lost and lost badly, as 
did the rival England First Party. 
For the first time since 2003 
Stoke City Council does not 
have a BNP councillor. 
This is a tribute to the hard 
work of all those who have 
opposed the BNP over the 
years — the anti-fascists, the 
politicians, the faith community, 
trade unionists and hundreds of 
ordinary people in the 
communities under BNP attack. 

HOPE not hate is proud to 
have played a part in the 
BNP's downfall. While we will 
not go away and will continue 
to oppose hatred and 
prejudice wherever it surfaces, 
the onus is now on the 
political parties, particularly 
Labour, that have been given 
the electoral mandate to 
represent the people. 

Ensuring the BNP does 
not return will be the best 
thank you the politicians can 
give the people who have 
driven the BNP out of the 
council chamber. 
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Great Chell & Packmoor 
David Leese BNP 6.9% 


Golden Hill & Sandyford 
Craig Pond EFP 9.6% 


Bradeley & Chell Heath 
Lynne Pond EFP 12.6% 


Ford Green & Smallthorne 
Andrew Jones BNP 8.4% 












(top | to r) Michael Coleman, Steven Batkin, Melanie Baddeley, 
(below) Mark Leat, John Burgess and Alby Walker 


Fenton West & Mount Pleasant 
Paula Roberts BNP 6.4% 


Boothen & Oak Hill 
Stephen Issard BNP 7.5% 
olalamstclaatcant 
Hanford & Trentham 
Dresden & Florence 
Spencer Cartlidge EFP 
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BNP British National Party 
EFP England First Party 
ComV Community Voice 
Independent 












. Working with hope not hate and & Congratulations to HOPE not hate 
. NorSCAREF in defeating the BNP who campaigned so hard to make 





in Stoke has been a pleasure and Thursday 5th May a glorious day 
total success. We hope to keep up for Stoke on Trent! Because of all 
the good ties we have built with your hard work and dedication, the 
these organisations, local people of Stoke very loudly and 
ommunities and colleagues and very clearly said no to racism, 
members of the trade union discrimination, prejudice and 
movement to keep the politics hate. But we must not be 
ofviate out of our city for good. complacent — we must continue to 
r Steve Jones, work together and harness the rich 





Equalities Officer mix of diversity in Stoke on Trent 
is F bbays Dg and make it a city to be proud of. 
ealth branc A very well deserved outcome! 


Hifsa Haroon-lqbal 
(Gi ateliaxey in mel db age )imarclinals 
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Baddely, Milton & Norton 
Michael White BNP 3.8% 
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Just wanted to say 
ngratulations with 


d to the election results & 


and obviously After years of working to rid 


Stoke-on-Trent of the scourge of 
cae fen be the British National Party, the 
people of our city have voted to 
clear away their last councillor. 
oligos This could not have been 
| achieved without the help we 
have received from anti-fascism 
and anti-racism campaigners, 
and the dedication and hard 
work of Hope not Hate activists 
over the last few years 
has been absolutely crucial. 
Rob Flello MP 





Abbey Hulton & Townsend 
Melanie Baddeley BNP 13.8% 
. 1 
Abbey Hulton & Townsend 
Ellie Walker ComV 11.9% 








Bentilee & Ubberley 


Steven Batkin BNP 14.8% 


Sandford Hill 
Mark Leat EFP 19.2% 


Broadway & Longton East 
Tony Simmonds IND 30.9% 








Broadway & Longton East 


ERP ysIG 73 
i Nicholas McVeigh EFP 11.7% | 












Meir North | i: ae 
Michael Coleman BNP 24.3% ' 








Meir Park 
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Meir South 
John Burgess BNP 15.5% 
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